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Minutes of Castle Camps Parish Council Meeting held on 

Thursday 8 January 2015 at 8:00 p.m. in the Village Hall 
 

Present: Mrs Herbert (Chairman) Mr Basham (Vice Chairman) Mr Chapman 

 Mr Drummond Mrs Furner Mrs Garbutt 

 Ms Horton  
 

In Attendance: Roger Hickford (County Councillor) Bernard Yallop (Parish Clerk) 

 Four Parishioners 
 

The meeting started at 8:05 pm. 

1. Apologies for Absence. 

Richard Barrett, Andrew Fraser and Clive Germany sent their apologies. 

2. District Council Report 

Roger Hickford said there was nothing much new to report this time.   Switching off some County Council 

street lights was one way of saving money but it has to be done wisely.   He pointed out that not all street 

lighting is county council lighting.   He was asked about progress on the yellow lines.   Roger said that 

Nicola Burden had been taken ill and was in the process of recovering from an operation. 

3. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on Thursday, 13 November 2014 

Hannah Horton said that she had not received her documents by email.   The clerk said he would investigate.   

Chris Basham pointed out that in item 7.6 Meeting of Finance Committee, last sentence, for Chris Basham 

read Hannah Horton. 

Sue Herbert proposed the approval of the minutes.   Beverley Garbutt seconded the proposal and the motion 

was passed unanimously. 

4. Matters Arising 

4.1 Demolition of Sports Changing Rooms 

(1) Report on Power Disconnection   UK Power Networks Ltd disconnected the power on Friday 12 

December. 

(2) Report on Demolition   Cromwell Associates Ltd said it would carry out the demolition on Thursday 15 

January 2015.   A site visit will be arranged beforehand.   Sue Herbert said that she has rescued the white 

line machine and put it in safe keeping for Terry Chapman to deal with.   CATS has decided that it does not 

want to use the remaining items of plumbing although it will want to use the water supply.   Terry said that 

the water meter for the changing rooms will remain in the Village Hall where the water supply can be 

controlled. 

4.2 Refurbishing the Driveway to the Village Hall Car Park    There is nothing to stop this project going 

ahead after 15 January once the demolition has been completed and as soon as the weather is warm enough.   

The parish council said that it would like to examine the original quotations again to decide who should be 

invited to carry out the work. 

4.3 New Editor for Camps Review   The clerk asked CAPALC what powers are available to a parish council 

for running a parish magazine but he has received no response.   This topic is dealt with more thoroughly 

under Finance item 7.7 

5. Planning 

5.1 Parish Council 

S/2534/14/FL   New replacement 2 storey dwelling on same footprint as the existing dwelling at Highbanks 

House, Camps End for Forbes was approved. 

5.2 District Council 

S/0637/14/LB   Restoration work to remedy building deterioration at Owls Hoot, Homers Lane for 

Mahoney was approved. 

6. Parishioners’ Question Time   Mike Caseley said that the sign at the church needed to be replaced.   

The flooding at Nosterfield End had been reported in November and flooding signs appeared but nothing 

else was done.   Cambridge Water said it was not their problem.   More flooding occurred in December and 

January but still nothing has happened.   Roger Hickford said that the reason for this type of problem 

occurring was that it is, and always has been, the land owners responsibility to keep ditches on their land 

clear.   When the county council had surplus funds it tended to carry out the work itself and did not wait for 

landowners to take responsibility. 

 

7. Finance 
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7.1 Transfer 

On 08/12/14 £3,500 was transferred from Bonus Saver Account #1 to Current Account. 

7.2 Receipts 

Date  Drawee Amount Remarks 

15/11/14  Bowls Club £10.00 Peppercorn Rent for Pump Meadow 

24/11/14  Tennis Club £75.00 Rent for Multi-Sports Area 

21/12/14  Camps Review £27.00 Advertisement Fees 

Total   £112.00  

7.3 Payments 

Date  Payee Amount Remarks 

01/11/14  District Council £21.03 Empty Three Litter Bins 

13/11/14  Fairhaven Stone Ltd £2,275.20 Restoration of WWI War Memorial 

15/11/14  J Basham £2,690.00 Grass and Hedge Cutting 

18/11/14  Village Hall £1,100.00 Grant for Water Bill 

25/11/14  B Yallop £39.82 Office Expenses 

28/11/14  B Yallop £587.44 Clerk’s Salary for Q3 

01/12/14  District Council £21.03 Empty Three Litter Bins 

02/12/14  E Plumridge £168.50 Camps Review Oct/Nov 

12/12/14  Village Hall £84.00 Rent for 2014 

18/12/14  P Mills £99.61 Mower Fuel for Footpaths 

22/12/14  HMRC £146.80 PAYE for Q3 

01/01/15  District Council £21.03 Empty Three Litter Bins 

Total   £7,254.46 

7.4 Account Balances   On 24 December 2014 the bank account balances were:- 

Current Account £11,412  

Bonus Saver Account #1 £14,003 (Reserves for large projects) 

Bonus Saver Account #2 £190 (Section 106 Payments) 

Total £25,605  

7.5 Pay Increase for Part Time Clerks 

A pay increases for clerks has been announced jointly by NALC and SLCC in November 2014.   On 1 

January 2015 the hourly rate for a part time clerk on pay scale LC1, Spinal Column Point 25 to increase 

from £11.296 to £11.545.   Sue Herbert proposed that the parish council adopts the proposed pay increase.   

It was seconded by Terry Chapman and passed unanimously. 

7.6 Precept 2015/2016 

The Finance Committee held its annual meeting on Thursday 27 November to discuss the precept.   After 

taking into account a number of large once off payments, which would use up a significant amount of the 

reserves, the meeting recommended setting the precept at £10,000 for 2015/2016.   This figure was reached 

by assuming that money in the reserve account would be used to pay for the following large once off 

payments: Demolition of Changing Rooms (£4,420); Refurbishing Driveway and Top of Car Park (£6,465); 

Grant for Play Area (£5,000).   Allowing for other payments of Double Yellow Lines £(1,000) and a Village 

Hall Contingency of £2,000, this still leaves an estimated balance of about £5,500 with £2,177 to reclaim 

for VAT in the next financial year. 

Terry Chapman proposed that the precept for 2015/2016 is £10,000.   It was seconded by Sue Herbert and 

passed unanimously. 

7.7 Camps Review Cost Analysis 

The Camps Review Editor, Angela Rixon is finding it increasingly difficult to cope with her editorial duties.   

It has been necessary to increase the number of advertisements to pay for the increase in the number of 

copies from 200 to 420 over the last decade.   More advertisements means that more pages have to be 

published and hence even more advertisements are required to balance out income and expenditure.   It takes 

up a great deal of her time and she does not receive any financial assistance with the additional expenses that 

she has to bare to carry out her duties.   It would ease the situation if she could be reimbursed for some of 

these extra expenses. 

Sue Herbert proposed a resolution that the editor of Castle Camps Review shall be reimbursed by £60 for 

miscellaneous expenses per issue for the next two issues on the understanding that the editorial post will be 

publically advertised incorporating these new arrangements at the next Annual Parish Council Meeting. 
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Chris Basham seconded the resolution and it was passed unanimously. 

7.8 Lease for CATS Building Plot 

Trevor Bishop described the orientation of the building.   There would be two doors and no windows.   One 

door would face the multi-sports area, the other would face the village hall.   It was agreed that there should 

be proper paths leading to the two doors.  It was also suggested designing a system of footpaths leading to 

both the storage building and the children’s play area to cut costs. 

The parish council agreed that as soon as the site of the Sports Changing Rooms had been cleared it would 

allow CATS to erect a removable building on the same site and allow a change of use from sports changing 

rooms to storage and changing rooms for children subject to a lease with a pepper corn rent for a fixed 

number of years.   The number of years still has to be agreed.   Neville Drummond said that he would draw 

up a straightforward lease specifying terms of agreement. 

Terry Chapman proposed that CATS can go ahead with erecting the building as soon as the site has been 

cleared.   The proposal was seconded by Sue Herbert and passed unanimously. 

8. Castle Camps Website 

The clerk has asked Chris Swan to add the agenda for this meeting to the parish council section on the 

website.   He intends to add some notes on the purpose of the agenda. 

9. Children’s Play Area 

Terry Mann said that so far they had been offered several donations and fund raising had not yet started in 

earnest.   Neighbourhood Watch was offering £200.   They were anxious to know what the parish council 

was prepared to offer because it would affect how much other official donors, like the District Council, 

would offer.   He anticipated that they would install the play area piece-meal as soon as there were sufficient 

funds to complete a whole section. 

The clerk said that he gave an estimate for a lower limit to the offer from the parish council of £5,000 as 

mentioned in item 7.6.   There was a good chance that this figure could be increased considerably in the next 

financial year when all the large once off budget items had been paid for and he could set a target. 

10. AOB 

10.1 The parish council received a thank you letter from Dicky Moore for a grant to pay the water bill. 

10.2 The Castle Camps Poppy Appeal raised £1,068.73. 

11. Date of Next Meeting 

The date of the next meeting is Thursday 12 March. 

 

The meeting ended at about 9:30 pm. 


