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Minutes of Castle Camps Parish Council Meeting held on 

Thursday 9 July 2015 at 8:00 p.m. in the Village Hall 
 

Present: Mrs Herbert (Chairman) Mr Basham (Vice Chairman) Mrs Garbutt 

 Mr Germany Ms Horton Mr Mann 
 

In Attendance: Mr Fraser (District Councillor) Mr Turner (District Councillor) 

 Bernard Yallop (Parish Clerk) Three Parishioners 
 

The meeting started at about 8:15 pm. 

1. Apologies for Absence 

Terry Chapman sent his apologies. 

2. District and County Councils Items of Interest 

Andrew Fraser reported on a six month suspension of the local plan by the inspectorate because new 

businesses may need additional housing for their employees.   It could leave planning open to speculative 

development.   The Balsham Ward is unlikely to be affected. 

3. Minutes of Meeting on Thursday 14 May 2015 

Chris Basham proposed that the minutes be approved.   It was seconded by Sue Herbert and passed 

unanimously. 

4. Matters Arising 

4.1 Churchyard Flooding   Lindi Kent reported on the progress of her application for a faculty to improve 

the graveyard drainage at All Saints’ Castle Camps.   It requires no action from the parish council.   It has 

the support of Historic England and the flooding should be stopped by the autumn.   Ron Goodwin has 

agreed to carry out the groundwork at cost price.   A copy of the documentation that accompanies this project 

has been stored in the parish council archives. 

5. Planning 

5.1 Parish Council 

S/0937/15/FL   Single storey front extension to provide dining room extension shower room, utility room and 

store at 31 Claydon Close for Irvine was approved. 

S/1031/15/FL   Erection of dwelling following demolition of existing bungalow and garage at Meadowside 

Lodge, Olmsted Green for Tabron was approved. 

5.2 District Council 

S/0937/15/FL   Single storey front extension to provide dining room extension shower room, utility room and 

store at 31 Claydon Close for Irvine was approved. 

S/1031/15/FL   Erection of dwelling following demolition of existing bungalow and garage at Meadowside 

Lodge, Olmsted Green for Tabron was refused. 

S/2770/13/FL   Lower Camps Hall Farm, Bartlow Road for Spencer, appeal and site visit held on 6 May 

2015.   Appeal allowed. 

6. Parishioners’ Question Time   A parishioner said that recently she had heard so many things said against 

the parish council that she wished to put the record straight and thank the parish councillors for using up so 

much of their time and effort to ensure that the village was running smoothly.   Lindi Kent agreed with these 

sentiments. 

A directional sign in Shudy Camps was mentioned; the ditch in Nosterfield End, which is the responsibility of 

Shudy Camps, was also mentioned.  It was pointed out that the verges in Castle Camps had become very 

overgrown.   The clerk said that he been informed by the County Council that they were still in the process of 

appointing new contractors to cut the verges.   Chris Basham said that he had cut the verges on the sharp 

bends of Haverhill Road. 

7. Finance 

7.1 Declaration of a Non-Pecuniary Interest in the Village Hall 

The parish councillors involved with the affairs of the village hall, wanted it to be recorded in these minutes 

that they had no pecuniary interest in the village hall.   This would enable them to vote and take part in 

discussions on matters concerning the village hall under the agenda item entitled Finance. 

7.2 Transfers 

The clerk has forecast the budget account for July 2015 and October 2015 taking into account all known 

payments including the invoice from Cromwell Associates Limited, repairs to the driveway by RF Goodwin 
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and the annual grass cutting bill.    In order to meet our expected payments up to the end of this financial 

year the sum of £5,000 was transferred from the Bonus Saver A/c #1 to the Treasurer’s A/c on 15 June 

2015.   We now have a balance of £9,007 in the Bonus Saver A/c #1. 

7.3 Receipts 

Date  Drawee Amount Remarks 

01/06/15  Camps Review £30.00 Advertisements 

01/06/15  Shudy Camps Parish Council £120.00 Camps Review Extra Pages 

23/06/15  HMRC £1,948.26 VAT Refund 2014 - 2015 

Total   £2,098.26  

7.4 Payments 

Date  Payee Amount Remarks 

01/06/15 304 Aon UK Limited £1,130.11 Local Council Insurance 

01/06/15 303 Alliance Engineering £349.45 Inspection Service 

10/06/15 306 Age Concern £400.00 Mobile Warden Scheme 

12/06/15 307 E&E Plumridge £168.50 Camps Review Feb Issue 

16/06/15 313 BD Yallop £41.80 Office Expenses 

16/06/15 314 BD Yallop £600.42 Clerk’s Salary, Q1 

17/06/15 315 Castle Camps PCC £100.00 Cemetery Maintenance 

18/06/15 316 Castle Camps URC £100.00 Cemetery Maintenance 

22/06/15 309 Shiney’s £13.00 Clean Bus Shelters 

23/06/15 308 Cambridgeshire ACRE £54.00 Renew Membership 

23/06/15 310 E&E Plumridge £168.50 Camps Review April Issue 

24/06/15 311 CommuniCorps £12.00 Clerks & Councils Direct 

24/06/15 312 A Rixon £60.00 Camps Review Expenses 

Total   £3,197.78  

The following additional payments were discussed:- 

1. Demolition of Sports Changing Rooms, Cromwell Associates Limited, £9,094.80 = £7,579.00 + 

£1,515.80 VAT 

2. Repairs to Village Hall Driveway, RF Goodwin Groundworks Contractors, £5,157.60 = £4,298.00 + 

£859.60 VAT.   He was unable to carry out the work until after the Fete in early August, when the 

village hall has fewer bookings. 

3. Footpath Mower Repairs, Mark Weatherhead, £247.87 = £207.57 + £40.30 VAT; remit £241.82 if 

paid by 25/07/15.   The mower required a new battery, electric starter motor and solenoid. 

4. Renew the Direct Debit for emptying three litter bins on recreation ground.   The bins are still being 

emptied. 

Sue Herbert proposed that the parish council approves payment of the invoices from Cromwell Associates 

Ltd, RF Goodwin Groundwork Contractors and Mark Weatherhead if and when payment is due.   The 

proposal was seconded by Clive Germany and passed unanimously. 

7.5 Account Balances   On 24 June 2015 the bank account balances were:- 

Current Account £17,363  

Bonus Saver Account #1 £9,007 (Reserves for large projects) 

Bonus Saver Account #2 £190 (Section 106 Payments) 

Total £26,560  

8. CADS Storage Building 

The CADS Storage Building is in place.   It fits neatly into its surroundings and looks very smart.   As a 

further improvement, gutters have been fitted to direct rain water into the original soakaways, which will help 

to keep the building dry. 

Trevor Bishop said that he would like to install a toilet in the building.   Clive Germany pointed out that there 

must be no foul waste.   The district councillor Andrew Fraser confirmed that such a change be a change of 

use.   A wash basin could be installed but not a toilet.   When the building was used as sports changing 

rooms, toilets were allowed. 

It was agreed during the discussion that an electricity meter should be installed within the new building but 

not a water meter. 

CADS volunteered to keep the area behind the building free of weeds and small shrubs.   The large tree 
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stump would be left all the while it was not doing any harm. 

The terms for the lease for the CADS Storage Building were then discussed in detail.   The Chairman copied 

the information down to forward to Neville Drummond to draw up the lease.   It was agreed that the 

peppercorn rent should be £10.00 per annum.   The lease should be renewed every 15 years.   Any change of 

use has to be agreed by the parish council. 

Trevor said that if CADS no longer required the building they would hand the keys over to the parish council.   

He valued the building to be in the region of £8,000.  The clerk said that he would find out the premium 

increase if this item was included on the local council insurance policy.   It was agreed that CADS would 

insure the contents of the building as they do not belong to the parish council. 

9. Safety Report 2015 

The safety report was discussed in detail.   The main item under discussion was the entrance gate to the 

driveway, which needs redesigning and repairing.   After the meeting several councillors inspected the 

entrance to see if it was possible to move the gate further up the driveway so that cars could stop within the 

driveway instead of sticking out into the road whilst the driver was busy opening or shutting the gate. 

10. Inspection Report for Play Area 2015 

The Children’s Play Group agreed to take over the responsibility for carrying out the recommendations of the 

inspection report.   In the past it has been the responsibility of the clerk to see that the work was carried out. 

11. Children’s Play Area 

Terry Mann said that a sub-committee of parish councillors (Beverly Garbutt, Terry Mann and Sue Herbert) 

has been formed to complete the grant funding on behalf of the parish council.   Terry Mann is applying for a 

large grant for the play area from the Ameycespa Community Fund.   He has to fill in an application form at 

short notice and he asked the meeting if it could provide answers to one or two questions on the form that he 

could not answer.   Andrew Fraser said that West Wickham parish council has recently gone through the 

same process and he would ask them if they could give some advice on how to fill in the form. 

12. Councillor Training Courses 

Terry Mann has booked himself to attend a training course for councillors.   The course consists of three 

evening sessions. 

13. Any Other Business 

13.1 Hannah Horton suggested keeping a map of all the houses in the High Street in the Telephone Box to 

find properties that are named not numbered.   It was pointed out that some owners might not want their 

property to be included. 

13.2 The clerk has decided he wants to retire after 13 years in the post, so there is a vacancy. 

14. Date of Next Meeting 

It was confirmed that the date of the next meeting would be Thursday 17 September starting at 8:00 pm 

 

The meeting ended at 9:25 pm. 




