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Minutes of Castle Camps Parish Council Meeting held on 

Thursday 12 November 2015 at 8:00 p.m. in the Village Hall 
 

Present: Mrs Herbert (Chairman) Mr Basham (Vice Chairman) Mr Chapman 

 Mrs Garbutt   
 

In Attendance: Mr Hickford (County Councillor) Mr Turner (District Councillor) 

 Bernard Yallop (Parish Clerk) Five Parishioners 
 

The meeting started at about 8:05 pm. 

1. Apologies for Absence 

Clive Germany, Hannah Horton, Terry Mann and Andrew Fraser sent their apologies. 

2. District and County Councils Items of Interest 

2.1 County Council 

Roger Hickford said a much tougher approach will have to be made to save even more money over the next 

five years.   In future decisions would be made by comparing the hurt of one cut against the hurt of another. 

The Haverhill Chamber of Commerce recently arranged a meeting on the A1307.   There is no spare money 

available for road improvements between Haverhill and the Four Went Ways Roundabout. 

The County Archives will be moved to a site in Ely in a year or so.   This was a relief because it was feared 

that there would be no place for them. 

Changes are being considered concerning the number of district and county councillors.   Every councillor 

will have a similar number of electors but they will have to cover a greater area.    A change in the interval 

between elections is also being considered.   He would prefer a situation where he did not to have to be 

present at every parish council meeting. 

2.2 District Council 

Richard Turner discussed items in a report he had circulated to the parish council beforehand. 

There is now an appointment system for the duty planning officer for help with general planning queries.   

People contacting the council either by telephone or in person will be offered a fifteen minute appointment.   

The service is available on a daily basis.   However queries on specific applications should be directed to 

the case officer. 

The blue and black bins will be collected every other week, similar to last year but without a three week 

interval for black bins over the Christmas period.   The green bin will also be collected with every other 

blue bin collection between December and February. 

3. Minutes of Meeting on Thursday 17 September 2015 

Terry asked for an arithmetic error to be corrected.  Sue Herbert proposed that the minutes be approved.   It 

was seconded by Terry Chapman and passed unanimously. 

4. Matters Arising 

4.1 Dog Bin on The Green 

Terry Chapman said that he had not received a reply from the district council about re-siting a dog bin on 

The Green.   Richard Turner said that he would help to find the contact. 

5. Planning 

5.1 Parish Council 

S/1974/15/FL   Erection of 5 dwellings, garages & associated external works at Land to R/O Scotts, High 

Street for Prentice was approved. 

S/1974/15/FL   An amended version of Erection of 5 dwellings, garages & associated external works at 

Land to R/O Scotts, High Street for Prentice was sent on 20/10/2015.   It contained a copy of a bat letter, 

revised design, height, access layout and mix of dwellings.   The revised housing design was approved. 

5.2 District Council 

S/2457/14/FL   Erection of dwelling and garage and change of use from agricultural land to garden land at 

Land Adjacent to East View for O’Malley.   An appeal to the Secretary of State was made on 01/10/15 

against the decision of SCDC. 

6. Parishioners’ Question Time 

Mike Caseley asked if the parish council had approved planning application S/1974/15/FL because from 

the previous meeting he drew the conclusion that the parish council was against it.   The Chairman said that 

the parish council approved the application but with provisos. 
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7. Finance 

7.1 Receipts 

Date  Drawee Amount Remarks 

14/09/15  Camps Review £131.00 Advertisements 

16/09/15  Precept £5,000.00 Second Instalment 

23/09/15  Bows Club £10.00 Peppercorn Rent 

30/09/15  Bonus Saver A/c #2 £0.03 Interest 

Total   £5,141.03  

7.2 Payments 

Date  Payee Amount Remarks 

28/08/15 325 PKF Littlejohn LLP £120.00 External Audit Fee 

19/09/15 326 RF Goodwin £2,376.00 Refurbish Driveway 

19/09/15 327 A Rixon £60.00 Editors Expenses 

22/09/15 328 The Poppy Appeal £25.00 War Memorial Wreath 

23/09/15 324 HMRC £150.00 PAYE Q2 

30/09/15 329 Shiney’s £13.00 Clean Bus Shelter Windows 

Total   £2,744.00  

RF Goodwin refurbished the Village Hall Driveway for £2,376.00 = £1,980.00 + £396.00 VAT.   Further 

ground work has recently been carried out constructing a turning bay at the end of the car park where it 

joins the driveway to prevent damage to the end of the driveway and erosion of the car park surface. 

An invoice has been received from CAPALC for Terry Mann, who attended a Councillor Training Course 

in July 2015.   It was a three session course costing £35 per session. 

7.3 Account Balances   On 23 October 2015 the bank account balances were:- 

Current Account £11,592  

Bonus Saver Account #1 £9,010 (Reserves for large projects) 

Bonus Saver Account #2 £190 (Section 106 Payments) 

Total £20,792  

7.4 Multi-Sports Area Annual Maintenance 

The parish council agreed to have the surface treated against moss for the remainder of this season.   The 

cost for treatment against moss is £150.00 = £125.00 + £25.00 VAT. 

The annual income for the Multi-Sports Area is £475.   Full maintenance consisting of a wash, moss 

treatment, surface check, weed kill, fence/line wire check and kick board inspection costs £450.   This 

would keep the facility in tip-top condition.   Terry Chapman proposed that the parish council agrees to full 

annual maintenance.   The proposal was seconded by Sue Herbert and passed unanimously. 

7.5 Reclaim VAT for Period April to September 2015 

Terry Mann has produced a document to keep the parish council informed about progress on funding the 

children’s playground project.   The parish council’s lump sum contribution expected by AmeyCespa is 

£4,000.  The parish council has to find an additional £5,000 for VAT, which can be reclaimed.   It needs to 

show an on-going financial commitment towards maintenance of the project in the years to come.   The 

parish council agreed that these conditions were acceptable.   With a grant of £19,500 from AmeyCespa 

and a grant of £1,500 from the Community Chest the parish council should be able to pay all the bills 

totalling £25,000 for the project. 

With payments of this size, in order to remain solvent, the parish council will have to reclaim VAT for the 

first six months of this financial year, which totals £2,039.34.   Similarly in the next financial year the 

parish council will have to reclaim VAT, which it is allowed to do for periods of less than a year, whenever 

VAT exceeds £1,000.   There may also be a delay of several months upon receiving the claim form before 

HMRC makes a payment, which has to be taken into account. 

7.6 Finance Committee Meeting 

It was agreed to hold a meeting of the Castle Camps Finance Committee on Wednesday 25 November at 

Haling starting at 8:00 pm.   The meeting is required to fix the precept for the next financial year and to 

look closely at the financial position with the aid of the budget account.   The committee was chosen in 

May and consists of the following:- Sue Herbert, Molly Furner, Beverley Garbutt, Terry Chapman, Hannah 

Horton and Mike Caseley (co-opted). 

8. Lease for CADS Storage Building 

Neville Drummond has been given all the details he requested and he is busy preparing the lease. 
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9. The Clerk’s Post 

The clerk said that he had been looking into the problem of handing his job over to a successor.   It is 

possible to break up the clerk’s job into two separate job’s of Minutes Secretary and Responsible Financial 

Officer.   It would then be easier for a new clerk to take over the two jobs in sequence.   Mike Caseley 

suggested that the parish council appoints an assistant clerk to carry out the hand over.   Terry Chapman 

proposed that the parish council appoints Melanie Laing as assistant clerk starting on 1 January 2016.   It 

was seconded by Sue Herbert and passed unanimously. 

10. Any Other Business 

10.1. Parking in Bartlow Road   Susan Cutter asked the clerk to inform the meeting that residents living in 

her section of the Bartlow Road in the day time cannot drive their cars into their driveways because access 

is either completely blocked or restricted by other cars parking in the street.   The situation has become 

worse now that the yellow lines have stopped cars from legally parking anywhere close to the school. 

She asked if something could be done about it, e.g. paint white lines on the road showing which areas 

should be kept clear in front of each driveway. 

The parish council decided that it was a matter for the police to deal with. 

10.2. Bye-Way 7   The parish council noted that Bye-Way 7 (Homers Lane) is being used un-necessarily by 

four wheel drive vehicles, and with the recent wet weather it has became a complete mess. 

10.3. Winter Road Gritting   The parish council was asked which roads will be gritted this year.   So far 

there has been no announcement.   It was assumed that all bus routes would be gritted as in previous years. 

11. Date of Next Meeting 

The date of the next meeting is Thursday 14 January starting at 8:00 pm 

 

The meeting ended at 9:40 pm. 




